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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, glorious in strength and
marvelous in majesty, we ascribe to
You the glory due Your Name. You
have elevated this Nation and sus-
tained it through its history. Keep us
from forgetting that righteousness ex-
alts, but sin destroys.

Lord, infuse our Senators with the
spirit of humility, enabling them to
refuse to become legends in their own
minds. May they cultivate esteem for
others, seeking for opportunities to
practice the Golden Rule: Do unto oth-
ers as you would have them do unto
you. As they work to find common
ground, give them Your wisdom and
peace.

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). The Democratic leader is recog-
nized.

———

CLEAN POWER PLAN

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I was dis-
appointed last night to learn that the
Supreme Court temporarily halted the
implementation of President Obama’s
Clean Power Plan program. This was
an especially stunning move by the Su-

Senate

preme Court, given that just weeks ago
the DC Circuit Court of Appeals cat-
egorically rejected a halt in the Clean
Power Plan and States do not need to
start implementing the plan until 2022.

This shortsighted decision by the
Court’s five conservative Justices is an
unfortunate setback. It unnecessarily
puts into question a major part of our
country’s effort to address climate
change and protect our environment.
Notwithstanding my amazement, I re-
main confident that the Obama admin-
istration’s carbon rules are legally
sound and will prevail in the courts.

In the landmark case Massachusetts
v. Environmental Protection Agency,
the Supreme Court itself directed the
Environmental Protection Agency to
address climate change if carbon pollu-
tion was found to be a danger to human
health. Based on enormous scientific
evidence, the EPA did make that find-
ing and the Agency is required by law
to regulate carbon pollution. I can’t
imagine that the Supreme Court would
take such an unprecedented and drastic
step at this time. But the unparalleled
nature of the Supreme Court’s deci-
sions show why Congress must play a
role in addressing climate change.

Climate-denying Republicans in the
House and Senate might applaud this
decision, but their refusal to protect
Americans from the impact of climate
change is the real loss for our country.

———

NORTH KOREA SANCTIONS
LEGISLATION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there is no
nation on this planet more dedicated to
fear and intimidation than North
Korea. Its leader Kim Jong Un is a bru-
tal dictator. He will stop at nothing to
keep his power intact and his people
isolated. That has been proven.

To accomplish these objectives, the
North Korean Government relies on
threats to Japan and other neighbors
and, of course, the United States. Re-
cently, the number of alarming devel-

opments out of North Korea has accel-
erated. These acts of aggression are ex-
tremely concerning to the American
community, as they should be.

Last Saturday, North Korea defied
international warnings and launched a
rocket using ballistic missile tech-
nology. This was a flagrant violation of
multiple United Nations Security
Council resolutions. This came less
than a month after North Korea deto-
nated a nuclear device, also in clear
violation of international law.

That brings us to yesterday, when
the U.S. Director of National Intel-
ligence, James Clapper, confirmed that
North Korea has restarted a plutonium
reactor. The Director estimated that
North Korea would be able to recover
fuel from its reactor within a matter of
weeks or months.

The international community quick-
ly condemned these incidents, as it
should have. President Obama has been
a leader in pushing back against the
saber-rattling from North Korea. He
has worked to galvanize the world in
opposing North Xorea’s provocative
and destabilizing behavior. Under the
President’s 1leadership, the TUnited
States has built a global coalition, in-
cluding China and Russia, to impose
sanctions against North Korea.

There is an international consensus
that North Korea’s actions violate
international law and threaten our al-
lies and partners in the region. Here in
the Capitol there is also broad bipar-
tisan agreement that there must be
consequences for North Korea’s provo-
cations. The House of Representatives
overwhelmingly passed new sanctions
legislation. Now the Senate must act.
We need to do it today. Two weeks ago
the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee unanimously approved the sanc-
tions bill that is now before this body.

This legislation would require the
President to investigate and sanction
any person who knowingly imports
into North Korea certain goods, tech-
nologies, service, training or advice
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